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When I call is remembrance the an- 
dwelt firfl- in thy grandmother Lois, 

and thy mother Eunice, and J am 
perſuaded that in thee alſo, 


\4UT; now the aged, begins this epiſtle with 
” expreſſions of the greateſt tenderneſs and af- 
fection to Timothy his dearly beloved ſon in 
Cbrif, An old and experienced ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who: was almoſt at the end of his labour and 


parture was at hand; as he declares, chap. iv. 6. ad- 
F dreſſes himſelf to one who was likely to fight the 
Lord's battels, when he ſhould be dead and gone. 
| The paſt character of ſuch a riſing hope, and the 
apreeable proſpect of his future uſefulneſs, filled the 
heart of an affectiopate ſervant of Chriſt with joy 
and praiſe. Though St. Paul was now himſelf in 
| a {uffering ſtate 5 yet he was not ſo entirely taken 


offer the. wiſhes at the throne of grace for one 
| who in the courſe of nature had a much longer time 
of ſeryice before him. I thank God, whom I ſerve 
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ſervice, ready to be offered, and the time of whoſe de- 


up in 2 upon his own account, as to forget to 


(4) 


from my forefathers with a pure conſcience, that with. 
out ceaſing I have remembrance of thee in my prayer; 
niht 7 day, ver. 3. This was the beſt expreſſion 
he cduld give of his fincere love to Timothy, to ye. 
member him without ceaſing in the fight of God, 1 They: 
i. 3. But the apoſtle farther ſignifies his affection 
by being defirous to ſee him, that he might be fil 
with joy, ver. 4. It would be one of the grenteſt 
pleaſures he could receive in his preſent confinement 
to have an opportunity to converſe with fo good x 
man, though Timothy was ſo much behind him in 
years, and below his apoſtolical character. 
Tbe apoſtle gives two reafons for his extraordinary 
affeCtion. | 

One is, that he was mindful of his tears, ver. 4. 
Probably Timothy had expreſſed his affection to the 
apoſtle in this way at their laſt parting, ſhewing 
that the love was murual. 

But he riſes to a greater and nobler reaſon in the 
text. He loved him not only as a friend; but much 
more as a Chriſtian, for his faith and obedience to 
the goſpel. This faith of Timothy he magnifies by 
two conſiderations. 

I//, The character of it, that it was unfeignei. 
The apoſtle in this ſpeaks his charitable apprehen- 
ſion, upon the credible evidence which Timothy had 
already given of the ſincerity of his faith by bis 
free profeſſion and anſwerable practice; which in- 
duced Paul to ſay again at the cloſe of the verſe, 
that he was perſuaded that this faith dwelt in him; 
that it. had really a place and a powerful influence 
in his ſoul. He had as good reaſon for this pet- 
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ſuaſion, as one man can have in judging of an- | 
| other. | he 
| ' 2dly, The conveyance of it in his family. hich oy 
| dwelt firſt in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother WW * 
Eunice, and I am perſuaded that in thee alſo. Re- Bri 

ligion hath been, as it were, hereditary in thy fa- his 
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mily. We find in Ac. xvi. x. that Timorhy's end 
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ider was a Feweſs, and believed. She ſeems to have 
been a pious and devout woman in the Jewiſb re- 
| ligion, before ſhe was directly acquainted with Chri- 
ſtianity; but upon inſtruction in that, ſhe proceeded 
tom faith to faith. The grandmother on the mo- 
ther's ſide, it appears from the text, was a perſon 
| of the like character. Both of them had been early 
converts to Chriſtianity: and it ſhould ſeem in the 
| order of their age; becauſe this faith is faid firſt to 
| Jvell in the grandmother, then in the mother, and 
| laſtly in Timothy. Ar leaſt, if they were brought 
much about the ſame time to the chriſtian faith, 
| properly ſo called; yet in their ſeveral courſes they 
had been acquainted with the revelations of the old 
teſtament, and were led by that means to wait for 
the conſolation of Iſrael, and prepared to entertain 
| the goſpel when it was propoſed to them. This 
faith dwelt in them ſucceſſively one after another. 
His father was @ Greek, or a Gentile, as we are 
| told in the ſame Act. xvi. 1. Whether afterwards 
he became a proſelyte, we know not. Bur from 
the apoſtle's omitting to make any mention of him 
here, it ſeems at leaſt that he was not converted 
during his ſon's minority. 5 

I would make a few remarks upon the text, pre- 

tory to the principal inſtructions from it, which 

intend for the main ſubject of this day's diſ- 
courſe. | 

1. I begin with obſerving, that the apoſtle doth 
not content himſelf with taking notice of Timothy's 
18 goodneſs, but obſerveth alſo his good de- 
cent. | 

If you ask the reaſon of this, and what purpoſes 
he may be ſuppoſed to ſerve by it ? | 

It might be a general anſwer in this caſe; that, 
as à faithful ſervant of Chriſt, he rejoiced in the 
great extenſiveneſs of A e and the number of 
his ſubjects. He was glad to take any occaſion to 
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mention as many of them as he could; which he ſeemę 
to do with pleaſure in many of his epiſtles. Upon 
a proper occaſion he delighted to mention not only 

one, but many converts; as a man who had ng 
greater joy, than to fee religion kept up in the 
world from one generation to another; and that 
promiſe verified, that inſtead of the fathers ſhould he 
the children, Pſal. xlv. 16. It is the great concern 
of every man who heartily loves the intereſt of God 
and ſouls, that religion may be tranſmitted from 
age to age. Nothing gives more ſenſible grief to: 
good man, next to his own perſonal offences, than 
when the aſpect of things gives an apprehenſion 
that religion may die in the hands of a preſent age. 
And for the ſame reaſon, it is a joy and pleaſure to 
him, to ſee a ſucceſhon ſpringing up, where eſpeci- 
ally it may ordinarily be hoped for, in the families of 
them that fear God's name. 

But I apprehend the apoſtle to have more particu 
lar views in the notice he takes here of Timoth)'s 
pious anceſtors; namely, theſe two. 

1/7, To repreſent the faith which dwelt in hen, 
as greatly contributing to Timothy's own piety : as 
a great advantage which he had, beyond many o- 
thers, towards introducing him into the Chriſtian 
ſtate z and which by the bleſſing of God obtained 
that effect. It dwelt firſt in them, and ſo was de- 
rived to him. Grace and piety indeed do not ne- 
ceſſarily and certainly run in a blood; they are not 
transfuled by generation, as a corrupt nature is. 
They who believe in Chriſt's name, are born again, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God, Joh. i. 12, 13. Yet it is 
one of the greateſt advantages for religion that a 
man can have, to be religiouſly deſcended. We may 
alſo ſuppoſe the apoſtle to note this faith of Timothy 
anceſtors, 


adh, To 


* 


24%, To give an additional reaſon of his honour 


pon for him, and affection to him, fince he followed 
only WW their ſteps. He mentions the faith of thoſe from 
| n0 whom he deſcended, as a real increaſe of his own 
the 


honour, fince he had not ſtained the line by dege- 
| neracy. Their praiſes by this means in a manner 


Id be | devolved upon him, and became his own. And at 
cen the ſame time the apoſtle gives it as one reaſon of 
God his ſpecial endearment to Timothy. He loved him 
from WW for the fake of his pious anceſtors. Paul ſeems to 


| have known and loved his good grandmother and 
mother; and therefore he was ſtill the more dear 
| to him upon their account. It may be they were 

dead and gone, when Paul wrote this; and he 
would ſhew his kindneſs to the dead by a redou- 


peci - bled affection for Timothy their dear remains. Man 
ies of children ſhare in a bleſſing both from God and men 

W for the ſake of the excellencies of thoſe from whom 
rticus | they are deſcended ; eſpecially if they endeavour to 
othy's Wl reſemble them in thoſe excellencies. 

Theſe two things I deſign for our main ſubject 

them, at this time : 
y: 28 That a deſcent from pious anceſtors is a ſingular 
by o- | advantage for diſpoſing their deſcendents to piety 
riſtian 


| and true religion alſo. And, 


That when this proves the iſſue of ſuch a deſcent, 


isis a juſt reaſon of particular honour and eſteem for 
| thoſe deſcendents. 


But before I enter upon the diſtinct conſideration 


tained 
as de- 
ot ne- 
re not 


Ire is. of theſe maxims, allow me to proceed in ſome far- 
again, ther remarks upon the text. 

of the 2, We may obſerve, that the apoſtle in Timothy's 
t it 18 ale could only take notice of this happineſs attend- 
that a ing him on one ſide, his mother's. The father, as 
e ny bath been obſerved, was of another character. It 
noth)'s 


1s the greateſt happineſs indeed, when both parents, 
like Zacharias and Elizabeth, walk in all the ordi- 


| nances and commandments of the Lord blameleſs, 
ly, To HLak. i. 6. Otherwiſe, while one parent draws one 
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way, and the other another way, there is prey 
ce on the fide of natural corruption that rs 
offspring will be led the wrong way. And there. 
fore, before ſettlements in the world, it ſhould be 
much the care of religious parents for their children, 
and of religious children for themſelves, that they 
be not unequally yoked togetber with unbelievers, 2 Cor. 
VL. 1 ir | | £85 
But where through their own or their Parents 
neglect, there is not that ul aſſiſtance in the re. 
ligious care of a family which is to be defired ; the 
pious party, whether husband or wife, ſhould do 
the beſt in his or her power for the training y 
children in the nurture and admonition of rhe Pon 
There is much the more need of application and 
care by one party, if the other is not diſpoſed to take 
a ſhare. And this inſtance of Timothy ſhould en- 
courage hope of ſucceſs. And children, who have 
been ſo circumſtanced, ſhould conſider it, as a great 
bleſſing to have been religiouſly deſcended, though 
but from one of their parents. Even one believing 
parent entitles to the covenant, 1 Cor. vii. 14. And 
if that parent hath conſcientiouſly endeavoured the 
everlaſting welfare of children, they have a great ad. 
vantage to anſwer for. | 
And the particular inſtance now under confiders 
tion, leads to obſerve the peculiar benefit of having 
a good mother. The firſt impreſſions upon children, 
and the forming of their minds and principles when 
molt tender, depend principally and ordinarily upon 
the mothers. They have their children in minority 
more conſtantly with them : and nature common: 
ly furniſhes them with ftronger affections, which 
give advantage for impreſſing tender minds. Solomus 
reviews with pleaſure and honour the wiſe admoni 
tions which his mother took care to give him be- 
times, Prov. xxxi. 1. The words of king Lemue), he 
propheſy which bis mother taught him, &c. 


x 3.1 


what 
fordec 
Tents 
whicl 
Inſtr Ul 


bear h 


3. I would note in the laſt place, that not only 
| immediate parents, but remote anceſtors may contri- 


ten 
heir 


ere · bute very much to the ſpiritual advantage of thoſ 

d de deſcended from them. It is not b in 1 
Iren, that bis faith firſt dwelt in his grandmother. If we 
they have had the-advantage of a good parent, it may be 


we owe the goodneſs of that parent, next under 


Cor, 


rents mother. Now the firſt religious perſon of the line 
e re. WE vs the inftrument that God made ule of to bring 
: the religion into the family, and to tranſmit it down from 
d do generation to generation; fo that all that come after 
5 v have reaſon to riſe up, and to call that firſt pious an- 

* ceſtor bleſſed. Or ſometimes children fall under 
n and te immediate care of one remoter in the line by 
) take [the death or poverty of direct parents. By This 
d en- means ſome children have had advantages for their 
) have ſouls by the care of a more diſtant parent, beyond 
\ great what a negligent father or mother would have afo 
houph torded them. Others have aſſiſtance from direct pa- 
1eving rents and remoter relations too in concurrence ; 
And which ſeems to have been Timothy's caſe, in whoſe 


Inſtruction his more aged grandmother was able to 
bear her part along with the mother. 
I now come to inſiſt a little more largely upon 


ed the 
eat ad. 


\fideras the two heads of inſtruction, propoſed for your pre- 
having fnt ſerious conſideration. = PS EO OO 
uldren, 17 tf 
s when A deſceni from pious anceſtors is a ſingular advan- 
y upon 10 for diſpoſing their deſcendents to piety and true re- 
nor 11 Wn | 
mon- Ibis 1 ſhall endeavour t ſent 1 : 
" dach rler. ir to repreſent in ſeveral par 
Solomon I. The children of good parents are in covenant 
\dmonl wth God. Even before they are capable of know- 
um be: ng and conſenting to the covenant themſelves, for 


* parents ſake they are in a federal relation. God 
wary them in a peculiar manner his care and 
charge. He declared this early to Abraham, Gen. 
| B Xvi. 


el, tht 


2 


God, to the pious care of a grandfather or grand- 
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xvii. 7. I will be a God to thee, and to thy ſeed ain 
zhee. And leſt we ſhould think this a privilege pe: 
ſonal to Abraham, inſtead of its being a ſignificn. 
on of God's gracious mind for the comfort of {| 
pious parents in reference to their children; y; 
may remember, that this declaration was the fo: 
dation of an inſtitution applied in common to th 
whole nation of the Jews, that of circumciſin; 
which plainly ſignified this bleſſing to be the con- 
mon privilege of the church of God under that di. 
penſation. And St. Paul is as exprels, that now up 
the enlargement of the church in goſpel-times th 
ſame privilege belongs to it; Gal, iu. 13, 14. Chif 
bath redeemed us, that the bleſſing of Abrahn 
might come upon the Gentiles by Jeſus Chriſt, And in 
ver. 16, he lets us know, that he means the pr- 
miſe made to Abraham and to his feed, The chil 
of a good parent hath an intereſt in the covennt, 
beyond what other children have; and is in a fiter 
way to ſhare in all the bleſſings of it. Other 
to be brought into the ſheeptold ; they belong to 
the family, till they caſt themſelves out. Salta 
came to Zaccheus's houſe, foraſmuch as he was a ſin 
of Abraham, Luk. xix. 9. God is beforehand with 
ſuch children, in aſſuring them of a gracious te- 
ception, if they ariſe and return to their fither. |} 
Covenant-bleflings ſtand entailed upon them, unlels 
they decline, when they grow up, to ſtand to the co- 
venant of their fathers. „ 
2. They are more directly in the way of carly in- 
ſtruction, which by the bleſſing of God may make 
them wiſe unto ſalvation. Good parents will make 
conſcience of acquainting them with the mind of 
God betimes, to the beſt of their own and their 
childrens capacities. This is ſo certain, that G 
declares of Abraham; and it muſt be the fame with 
all who are of the fame pious ſpirit with faithful 
Abraham; Gen. xviii. 19. 1 know bim, that be wilt 
command his children and his houſbold after my : 
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| 4 keep the way of the Lord, and to do jaſtice and 
WT judgment. Parents who neglect this neceſlary duty, 


whatever they may call themſelves, are far from 


being the children of Abraham. This was Timothy's 
own caſe, as we learn from St. Paul's account of 
his education in this very epiſtle, ch. iii. 15. From 
W 2 child be knew the holy ſcriptures. Pious parents 
W will take care, that their offspring may have light 
betimes for diſcerning the ſeveral parts of their duty, 
to God, their neighbour, and themſelves ; their 
duty as reaſonable creatures, and as ſinners. They 
will aſſiſt with pious counſels, ſeaſonable admonirt- 
ons, and confirm all by a good example. And if 
this be done, certainly it may be hoped to have a 


good effect. 
3. Conſcience by this means will be poſſeſſed on 


me right fide, By which I mean that power of 
the mind, that repreſents to a man fin and duty 


upon an apprehenſion of the mind of God in the 
matter, and accordingly approves or accuſes him 


| for his actions. It is of the greateſt importance in 


life, that men ſhould be poſſeſſed with a ſtrong and 
lively ſenſe of God's authority to give law to them 
and then that they have right apprehenſions, what 
is good and evil according to the divine Jaw, or 
that their conſciences be well informed. Parents 
in the courſe of nature have the advantage of mak- 
ing the firſt impreſſions. And good parents will 
not fail to make this one of their firſt cares for 
their children, to poſſeſs them with a deep ſenſe 


of God and of the concern they have with him; 


and to the beſt of their own knowledge from time 
to time will endeavour to, inlay right principles, as 
materials for conſcience to work upon. And in 
the great lines of ſin and duty all good people ge- 
nerally agree, however they may differ in other 
matters. Now theſe early tinctures of the mind 
are a great preſervative againſt temptation, when 
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they firſt come to launch out into the world; and 
they are not worn off at once; and there is ſome. 
thing to faſten upon, when God by ordinances or 
providences is taking farther methods for their ſay. 
ing benefit: while other children either have ng 
principles inſtilled ro oppofe natural corruption, or 
occaſional temptation; or poſſibly ſuch as rather 
ſtrengthen and confirm their biats to evil. I doubt 
many owe that to the wicked influence and exam. 
ple of their parents, which others arrive at by: 
long courſe of finning and of evil communication; 
that even their mind and conſcience is defiled z as the 
apoſtle ſpeaks, 77. i. 15. 

4. Religious exerciſes become familiar to the 
children of good people: and that is no ſmall ad- 
vantage. 'Thele are altogether ſtrange and uncouth 
to perſons, who have had the miſery of growing 
up in families that call not upon God's name; 
where, like a herd of beaſts, they live without any 
Joint acknowledgment of their maker from one end 
of the week ta another; and where neither precept 
nor example lead the riſing branches to make pri- 
vate applications to God. If ſuch as theſe have 
their lot aſterwards caſt into better families, where 
the exerciſes of worſhip are practiſed and preſſed ; 
how burthenſome doth the task appear! how un- 
pleaſant and formidable is a practice ſo entirely 
_ new! But in pious families young people are ac- 

cultomed from their early days to prayer, and reade 
ing, and publick worſhip, and the obſervation of 
the Lord's day. And though the external per- 
formance of theſe things may fail of being attend- 
ed with a ſaving effect; yet it hath a tendency to- 
ward the belt effect, toward inward and real reli- 
gion. 


5. They are ground better prepared than others 
for the miniitry of the goſpel. Others, for want 


of ſuitable inſtruction at home, come to attend upon 
ſermons 


xthers 
want. 


upon 
mons 
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ſermons without ſuch a furniture of common know- 
edge as may enable them to apprehend even the 
molt ſimple and plain terms in divinity ſo that a 


preacher is in a fort a barbarian to them. Bur this 


E impediment to ſucceſs is in a great meaſure remov- 
ed in the cafe of well educated children by dome- 
E {lic helps. Other children, for want of care right- 
| ly to inform and engage their conſciences, have 
hardly any thing to take hold of, when they come 
under a goſpel-miniſtry, when an appeal is made to 
their conſciences. But where a foundation of good 
knowledge is laid, there is room for an appeal to 
| it with good hope of ſucceſs : like Paul's appeal to 
Agrippa, Act. xxvi. 27. King Agrippa, believeſt thou 
| the prophets * JI know that thou believeſt. ] have 
| found the difference upon this account very great 
in conference with ſick perſons, as I doubt not 
| many others have obſerved on the like occaſion. 
| When I have been ſent for to ſome, though they 


had gone aſtray from the principles of their edu- 
cation; yet the benefit of it was ſtill fo far per- 
ceivable, that under preſent convictions immediate 


application might be made to their caſe by directi- 


ons proper to that. On the other hand, poor 1g- 
norant creatures, when ſtartled by the thought of 
death, could not be come at without inſtructing 


| them in he firſt principles of the oracles of Cd; and 


before that could be done to any purpoſe, though 
with the greateſt brevity, their ſtrength and ſpi- 


ts have failed, ſo that one could proceed no far- 
ther. | 5 


6. They are inured to diſcipline, accuſtomed to 


be learning and receiving inſtruction. A child left 
to bimſelf, bringeth his mother to ſhame, Prov. xxix. 
J. That is the unhappy caſe of many children; 
they are left to their own heads, before they have 
underſtanding to conduct them, without inſtruc- 
tion, check, or controul. But however pleaſed 


they may ſeem to be with this in the more thought- 


3 _ lels 
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leſs time of life, they themſelves will find the bad 
effect of it ſooner or later; and very probably thei; 
negligent parents will feel it to their grief of heart. 
On the other hand, in a well regulated family chil. 
dren will receive line upon line, and precept upon pre- 
cept z be watched over, reſtrained where they need 
a bridle, and corrected for groſs irregularities. Noy 
this is a likely means to produce a teachable ſpirit 
a frame of all others moſt uſeful and neceſſary in the 
way to falvation. bY ont 
7. Their firſt conflicts with fin are under guides 
more experienced than themſelves. Irreligious pa- 
rents cannot be expected to take much care or 
pains to prepare and aſſiſt their children for op- 
poſing the ſnares and temptations of life; for they 
are not careful about it in their own caſe. But 
thoſe, who are themſelves engaged in the Chriſtian 
warfare, who are not ignorant of Satan's devices, and 
are fighting the good fight z will ſhew their affection 
to their offspring, by being zealous for them with 
a godly jealouſy, by endeavouring to keep them 
from entring into temptation, and by laying in the 
beſt preſervatives they can from time to time a. 
gainſt the ſnares to which they ſee them expoſed. 
Their eyes will be quick at diſcerning any tenden- 
cies in their dear children towards being corrupted. 
And by that means ſuch children have time to lay 
in a better furniture than others both for diſcover- 
ing and oppoſing the greater temptations of thc 
world, before they actually launch out into them. 
8. They are introduced into good company: and 
that is a very great advantage. They begin the 
world with a better fort of acquaintance than o 
thers. It is the miſery of many, that they do not 
ſo much fall into bad company, as their parents 
ae them: It may be the parents themſelves 
by their bad examples are the very worſt acquaint- 
ance they have. At leaſt ungodly parents are not 
likely to bring them into ſociety which may br 
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ok ſervice to their beſt intereſts z but they are let 
© looſe to become companions of riotous men, to the 
| ſhame of their father, Prov. xxviii. 7. But the 


children of good parents grow up in familiarity 


| with ſober and virtuous acquaintance, ſuch as may 


be hoped to confirm and cultivate, inſtead of weak- 
ning the good influence of the inſtructions they re- 

ccive. 2 
9. The biaſs of ſhame is fixed on the right fide. 
Thoſe, whoſe main converſe hath been with irre- 
igious people, and have ſeen little elſe beſide bad 


| examples, if they are brought to ſerious convicti- 
W ons, and to promiſing ſymptoms of a better mind, 
| are aſhamed to thin 


of changing their former 
courſe, and of running counter to the practice of 
their intimates and acquaintance. This hath pre- 


| railed with many to return to their former vicious 
practices, after they had made a hopeful ſtand a- 


gainſt them. On the contrary, thoſe who have 
deen bred up in the knowledge of religion, under 
the inſpection of pious people, and in familiarity 
with men of ſhining graces, have all this to put 
them to the bluſh, if they admit any thought of a 
rcyolt. Eſpecially when they can remember the 
excellences of their anceſtors, recommended to their 
imitation by the conſideration of authority, and b 

many endearments received from them; this x2 4 


be a conſtant admonition not to come behind ſuch 


near patterns, eſpecially not to diſgrace their me- 
mory by black miſcarriages. It is an excellent ſay- 
ing of Boetius, * If there be any good in nobility, it 
is this, that there ſeems to be a ſort of neceſſity laid 


6 
1 


—_ 


di quid eſt in nobilitate boni, id eſſe arbitror, ut impoſita 
nobili neceſſitas quædam eſſe videatur, nè ſcilicet a majorum vir- 
tute degeneret. Boet. de conſol. L. 3. proſ. 6, | 


upon 
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thoſe of noble extraction not to degenerate fr; 
3 of their anceſtors. I may lay the tu bf 
a religious deſcent. abs 
10. Divine grace uſually begins with ſuch more 
early than with others. As they are he children 
the covenant, Chriſt is firſt ſent to them to bleſs them; 
the reaſon which the apoſtle gives for the firſt over- 
tures of the goſpel being made to the Jews, Ad. 
ni. 27, 26. And as they are furniſhed with ſuch 
other peculiar advantages, as, hath been ſhewn ; the 
Spirit of God, who ordinarily works according to 
the means made uſe of, and by ſuch means begin 
ſooner with them than with the reſt of the world, 
to awaken and impreſs their minds by the inftruc- 
tions given them, to convince them of fin, of righ- 
teouſneſs, and of judgment, and to excite them ta 
yield themſelves unto God. I believe there ate 
none of the children of pious parents, if they 
would recolle&t what hath paſſed in their minds, 
and faithfully declare it, but muſt acknowledge that 
at ſome times they have found this true. So that 
it may juſtly be ſaid of them all, that they are 10% 
or at leaſt once they were not, whatever alteration 
they may now have made in their caſe, far fron 
ihe kingdom of God. It remains that I ſhew, 
II. That when the children of holy parents inbe. 
rit the faith aud piety of their good anceſtors, th! 
goodneſs of their parents, as well as their own, Will 
conciliate to them a peculiar honour and eſteem. 
I. Their own goodneſs in ſuch circumſtances wil 
procure them peculiar honour and eſteem. They 
will be loved and honoured by the great God; for 
them that honour him he will honour, 1 Sam. ii. 30. 
They will be the joy and pleaſure of their parents 
and relations, if they ſurvive to ſee this moſt de- 
firable effect of their endeavours and prayers. They 
can have uo greater joy, next to their own 7 
= hopes 
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hopes for eternity, than to ſee their children walk in 
truth, 3 Joh. iv. They will be a peculiar rejoicing 
to miniſters, as Timothy was here to St. Paul. Tea, 
all that ſee them, if they have any remains of good- 
nels, ſhall acknowledge them, that they are the ſeed 
which the Lord hath bleſſed. 
The reaſons of this are obvious. 


ver- 
AR, Becauſe the hopes of good people in every age 
ſuch for the continuance of God's intereſt in the world, 
the are principally from the ſeed of the righteous. They 
g to are ready to ſay, if the ſeed of //raclites will not 
Ting hear, how ſhall Pharaoh's hear? | 
orld, It puts an honour upon God's ordinance of re- 
ruc- ligious education, and upon his promiſe of being the 
igh- God of good men and of their ſeed. N 
m to It keeps up the names of their holy parents with 
"are credit, which are dear to God and good men. And, 
they It gives a proſpect of more eminent uſefulneſs in 
inds, their day. 
that But 1 have only time to mention theſe things. 
that 2. The excellencies of their parents will redound to 
e not, their honour. As childrens children are the crown of 
Sion 0d men, that is, on ſuppoſition that they anſwer 
fn apectation, and prove dutiful and virtuous; ſo the 
glory of children are their fathers, Prov. xvii. 6. The 
praiſes of their anceſtors are by common conſent 
inhe- allowed in a ſort to deſcend to them, when they 
„ the are like them. God grants them many marks of 
„ wil favour for their fathers ſake: and good men, who 
| loved their progenitors for what of God was in 
Will them, find their hearts inſenſibly knit to the pious 
They offspring, as the inheritors of their name and of 
; for their reſemblance too. Indeed when deſcendents 
i. zo. become the reverſe of the character of them who 
arents vent before them; as their relation is too apt un- 
& de- %) to be reflected as a blemiſh on their worthy 
They Wl Prodeceſſors, fo it juſtly ſtigmatizeth a degenerate 
rfonal bed. If the parents did their duty, it is unjuſt to 
hopes Wl - C impure 
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impute the miſcarriages of children to them, which 
they endeavoured to prevent: bur it juſtly aggra- 
vates the guilt of ſuch children, and fixes a mark 
of infamy upon them, if they run counter to all 
the advantages of a pious education. Ir is menti- 
oned to the real and perpetual reproach of the ſons 
of Samuel, 1 Sam. viii. 3. that they walked not in hi; 
ways, but turned aſide after lucre, and took bribes, 
and perverted judgment. This was ſo perfectly con- 
trary to Samnuels practice, that the very remem- 
brance of him made the degenerate offspring to be 
the more abhorred by all rae. But a virtuous, a 
prudent, a pious fon or daughter, as they embalm 
the memory of a good parent, ſo they come into 
the world with the luftre of his or her reputation, 
and have a diſtinguiſhing ſhare in the reſpect and 
good- will of good people upon their account. 

I now come to ſome practical improvement of 
that which we have been upon. And the preſent 
ſubject gives occaſion for an addreſs to zhree forts of 
people. a 
1. To parents that profeſs religion. If you ar 
in that relation, this ſubject naturally leads me to be 

your monitor. 

And you cannot wonder, if I begin with thi 
exhortation; that you ſhould before all things be 
ſollicitous, that unfeigned faith dwell firſt in you 
ſelves. That you are your (elves fincere Chriſtians, 
and poſſeſſed of a lively and operative faith or per- 
ſuaſion concerning the great truths of the golpe|. 
Your firft care is to be for your own ſouls : whit 
would it avail you to help your children to heaven, 
if you ſhould. miſs the way your ſelves? it you 
ſhould ſee them on the right hand of Chriſt, whilc 
you find your ſelves on the left? But alas! who cat 
expect you ſhould take due care of their ſouls, if 
you are not ſet in carneſt upon the ſalvation of your 
own? If you love them as your own fouls, it 1s 1 
: | | tha 
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that can be looked for. Parental duty will go dully 


and unnaturally on, if perſonal religion be not laid as 
the foundation. But though you ſhould give your 
children good inſtruction; yer if your own hearts 
are not fixed for God and goodneſs, it is odds but 
that you will undo all that your inſtruction contri- 
butes to their benefit, by ſome ſallies of unbridled 
nature, which will do more to corrupt them than 
all your grave counſels can do to promote their 
00d, | | 
, But if you are under the vital power of religion 
your ſelves, uſe the moſt vigorous endeavours to 
tranſmit it to your deſcendents, according to your 


| capacities and opportunities. Travail as in birth for 


thoſe who are your children by nature, till Chriſt is 
formed in them ; as St. Paul did for thoſe whom he 
accounted as his children in ſpiritual bonds, Gal. iv. 


| 19. In what I have ſaid of the advantages of a re- 
E ligious deſcent, I have ſuppoſed you by proper care 


and culture to give them the ſeveral advantages that 
were mentioned, becauſe I am ſure you cannot be- 
have as good parents without it : and I know not 
how you can be good Chriſtians without conſci- 
entious endeavours to do the duty of the parental, as 
weil as of other relations. Remember, God in the courſe 
of nature hath made them your peculiar care and 
charge: and certainly, if you attend to the intereſts 


of the ſoul. as the principal in your own caſe, you 


will eſteem this the main part of your truſt for them. 
God often inculcates this duty upon you both in the 
old and new teſtament; If you have dedicated them 
to God in baptiſm, you then laid your ſelves under 
a ſolemn bond to do this. And how can you rati- 
onally hope or pray, that they ſhould be comforts 


to you or bleſſings to the world, if you are remiſs 


in parental advice and inſpection ? Would to God 
therefore every Chriſtian parent would conſider 


himſelf as one that aims at heaven, and who ſhould 


C2 | do 
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do his utmoſt to bring his offspring to the ſame 
ſtate of bleſſed ness. 
2. I would turn my addreſs from parents to the 


children of good parents. I would hope I hae if good 
many ſuch within hearing; whoſe conſciences can if you v 
bear them witneſs, that they have had the advan. Rec 
ges of which I have been ſpeaking z who either can volt fr 
remember an eminency of faith and piety in anceſtors of ho] 
now gone out of this world, or yet in the patience day fi 
of God are allowed to have ſuch parents ſurviving, of ap! 
If this is your caſe, e melan 
Think, what reaſon you have to reverence their Wl diſtin 
memories if they are already dead, and to love and ceſtot 
| honour them, if they yet ſurvive. If they have for pt 
faithfully endeavoured to ſecure their God for your WW uſeful 
God, to keep you out of the paths of the deſtroyer, tain er 
and to preſerve your entail in covenant-bleſſings; ther 
they have done more for you than if they could and | 
have bequeathed you the Indies. And if you have day, 
grace to make a good improvement of it, you will our 
call them bleſſed to eternity; while the children, ¶ acqu 
whoſe parents conſulted their greatneſs more than hairs 
their goodneſs, or by a fooliſh fondneſs and criminal or ar 
indulgence left them to themſelves, will account ment 
them at laſt their worſt enemies. You have reaſon WW eh, 
to follow good parents with a grateful remembrance, B 
if they are gone beyond the reach of any other te- and 
ſtimony of affection; and if they yet continue, to your 
pay them all dutiful regards, to ſtudy how to requite tion 
them : for you are more indebted to them, than to theit 
any beſide your maker. But then, | you 
Take heed of truſting to the goodneſs of thoſe can 
from whom you are deſcended, as ſufficient to quai 
your acceptance with God, unleſs the fame good- you 
neſs dwell in you alſo. Think not to ſay within bur reli 
ſelves, we have an Abraham for our father, or an fron 
Eunice for our mother, unleſs you inherit what 3 ofte 


good and godlike in them. Though the faith and WW ther 
4 R Era | | piciy | . 
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jety of your anceſtors was ſufficient” to introduce 


jou at firſt into the viſible church, and might give 
you a {Rare in the prayers and good wiſhes of many 
zood people; yet they will not be enough to fave 


ou without your own faith and piety. © 
Reckon not your ſelves paſt the danger of a re- 


| yolt from God, merely becauſe you are the children 


of holy parents. The preſent age, and almoſt every 


| day furniſhes us with too many mournful inſtances 


of apoſtacy in the feed of the righteous. It is a 
melancholy thing to confider how many families of 
diſtinction yet ſurvive in our nation, where the an- 
ceſtors were eminently famous for all that was good, 
for perſonal and family religion, and for diffuſive 
uſefulneſs 3 but their deſcendents, now in being, re- 
tain not ſo much as the face of religion, but are ei- 
ther avowed infidels, or abandoned to debauchery 
and licentiouſneſs. And in the occurrences of every 
day, we meet with degenerate examples, either in 


| our own knowledge, or from the notices of our 


acquaintance, who either have brought the gray 
hairs of their pious parents with ſorrow to the grave, 
or are likely to do ſo. This is and ſhall be for a la- 
mentation. Therefore let him that thinketh he ſtand- 


| eth, take beed leſt he fall. 


Be perſuaded then to apply your ſelves faithfully 
and ſuitably to improve the great prize, put into 
your hands by your pious deſcent. Otherwiſe your rela- 
tion to excellent parents will be a tort of ſtain upon 
their memories; and their relation to you will make 
you more deteſtable than other finners. What plea 
can you uſe in the great day, when God, their ac- 
quaintance, and even themſelves ſhall witneſs againſt 
you; that you had faithful inſtructions and warnings, a 
religious example, a tender care for your welfare 
from thoſe who loved you as their own foul : How 
often would they have gathered you, as a hen ga- 
thereth her chickens under her wing! but ye would 
tits nor. 


, 
not. They had many wakeſul thoughts for 
welfare, offered 1 fervent ee, on — be. 
half, intreated, reproved, corrected you, uſed line 
upon line, and precept upon precept: but you were 
deaf to the voice of the charmer, charm he ever ſo 
wiſely or affectionately! how ſpeechleſs muſt yon 
be, if after all this you are impenitent and unbelicy. 
ing! If you ſhall ſee many at laſt come from the ef 
and the weſt, and fit down with Abraham, and Iſaac, 
and Jacob, with Lois and Eunice, in the kingdom if 
heaven, but find your (elves, though once e chil. 
dren of the kingdom, caſt into outer darkneſs / What 
weeping and gnafoing of teeth muſt this produce 
Mat. viii. 11, 12. ff 
But certainly it ſhould not ſatisfy you merely 
not to degenerate; you ſhould be ambitious to riſe 
higher upon ſo advantageous a foundation. God 
and man expect it with the utmoſt reaſon. When 
you ſtand upon the ſhoulders of your forefathers, 
and have the benefit of their inſtructions, experi- 
-ence and example, you ſhould be Chriſtians of the 
firſt rate for knowledge, prudence, exactneſs of be- 
haviour, and uſefulneſs in life. 


3. I would cloſe all with a few: words to them 


who have not had the happineſs of a religious de- 
ſcent. Suppoſe your father was an Amorite, and 
your mother an Hittite 3 though you ſhould not have 
much to ſay of their piety, their good example, or 
their care of you; yet | in the providence of 
God you are now within the means of falvation, ! 
beſeech you neglect not the advantages of another 
kind for your ſouls which God affords you, nor de- 
ſpair of ſucceſs. and acceptance in endeavours to 
make a good uſe of them. Poſſibly you have had 
other good relations in the want of religious pa- 
rents; or your lot is now caſt under good maſters. 
Either of theſe may go far toward ſupplying the 


bother defect. Or you have fallen providentially ine 
a ſet 
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God, 


i ſet of roMquictecce, or under a ſerious a- 
r your {Wyakening miniſtry, by which means you have fair 
ur be. beips to become wiſe to ſalvation. Neglect not 
d line I ckeſe advantages, pray to God to ſucceed them. If 
1 were Wi you were not fo directly born in God's family, join 
ver ſo your ſelyes to it, then the great maſter of it will 


t you ge you an hearty welcome. What St. Paul ſays 
elicy- ¶ to the Gentiles upon their admiſſion into the church 
ve eat of God, and the rejection of the main body of the 
ac, WW Jews for their unbelief, may be applicable to your 
Jon of Wi caſe; Rom. xi. 17. Some of the natural branches are 
2 chil. broken off from the root; and thou being a wild olive- 
What tree, art grafted in among them, and with them par- 
duce! zakeft of the root and fatneſ5 of the olive-tree. Thoſe 


who were ftrangers and foreigners by natural de- 
| ſcent, if they join themſelyes to the Lord in a fin» 
| cere eovenant, will certunly be admitted to be fel- 
low-citizens with the e and of the houſhold of 
God, | C „ 
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their various Occaſions: Together with Inſtructi. 
ons to Youth in the Duty of Prayer, drawn up by 
Way of Queſtion and Anſwer : And a ſerious Ad- 
dreſs to them on that Subheck. By J. Waxxs, 
Price 1-5. bound. 

2. The Neceſlity and: Advantages of Cloſet Re- 
ligion. By a private Chriſtian. The Second Edi- 
tion. Price 3 d. with Allowance to thoſe who buy 
A Number. 

5 3. Religion, a 1 Service. A Sermon 
E 1 preached to a Society of young Men at Black- 
I Fryars, Jan. 1 N By THOMas NEwWMAN. 
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